CONTACT:                             David Cowgill 

                                               Public and Community Relations Manager

                                               VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System

PHONE:
                          (412) 688-6224

E-MAIL: 
                          david.cowgill@med.va.gov

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 11, 2002
Pittsburgh resident receives Presidential award

President George W. Bush awarded Director of the VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System (VAPHS) Michael E. Moreland the Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Service during a ceremony in November in Washington, D.C.  Moreland, a member of the federal government’s senior executive service (SES), received the award for exceptional long-term accomplishments and service to America’s veterans.

Moreland has served as director of the VAPHS since June 2000.  VAPHS is a large tertiary health care center with three divisions, nearly 700 beds, 2,500 employees and a budget in excess of $260 million dollars.

Mr. Moreland was awarded this prestigious honor for consistently demonstrating his passion for excellence in all aspects of his work. He is recognized nationally as an innovative health care leader whose primary objective is to ensure that veteran patients receive the best possible health care.

“I was truly honored to be chosen to receive such a prestigious award,” said Moreland.  “It’s a privilege to work for a healthcare system dedicated to serving our Nation’s veterans.”

A diplomate of the American College of Healthcare Executives, Moreland serves as the chair of the Finance Council for the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network, director of the Board of Directors for the Veterans Research Foundation of Pittsburgh, member of the VA/University of Pittsburgh Dean’s Committee, Adjunct Associate Professor of Health Services Administration in the Graduate School of Public Health University of Pittsburgh, member of the Policy Committee for the Pittsburgh Federal Executive Board, and also serves on numerous national VA task forces and committees.

Winners of the Presidential Rank award are strong leaders, professionals, or scientists who achieve results and consistently demonstrate strength, integrity, and a relentless commitment to excellence in public service.

"These senior executives are being honored for their outstanding leadership accomplishments in some of the nation's most critical programs, such as health, commerce, education, environment, international affairs, and the national defense," said Kay Cole James, director of the Office of Personnel Management.
