LOUIS A. JOHNSON VA MEDICAL CENTER

OPENS TRANSITIONAL NURSING HOME CARE UNIT

Medical Center Director Glen E. Struchtemeyer announced today that the Louis A. Johnson VA Medical Center has opened a 27 bed Transitional Nursing Home Care Unit.  This unit will provide comprehensive patient care services in a transitional sub-acute environment supportive of the Eden Philosophy of Care.  The services will be provided on a short-term basis not to exceed 90 days.  Patients needing an extended length of stay to complete their course of treatment or rehabilitation with a primary goal of returning to their highest functional level (home, home with supportive services, personal care, or nursing home placement).  

The care provided would be supportive of, though not limited to, the following:  Long term antibiotic therapy, status post cerebral vascular accident rehabilitation, status post orthopedic rehabilitation, status post exacerbation of major pulmonary disease processes, end of life, respite, and status post major surgical procedure rehabilitation.  

A full range of rehabilitative services would be offered to support these care needs inclusive of:  Physical Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy, Recreational Therapy, Respiratory Therapy, Nutritional Therapy.

The criteria for admission will be the need for long term care services that is clinically justified under comparable Medicare standards, eligibility under the Millennium bill, not eligible under the Millennium Bill though the provision of care is not available under any other payment source. 

The provision of care is more fiscally reasonable in the VA Medical Center than to provide on a contractual basis in the private sector, a discharge plan is in place upon referral, with the initiation of appropriate third party payment applications for:  Medicare, Medicaid, etc.  

The new unit will have a transformation environment based on community or neighborhood criteria such as the involvement of families with 24 hour a day visiting hours.  Also included as part of the environment will be aquariums, plants, dogs, and birds in addition to the usual amenities such as televisions, telephones, electronic musical listening equipment, and dining facility.  Each room is equipped with a new monitoring system and all new furnishings.  The unit also has a family waiting room and family consultation room for the comfort and privacy of family members.  
