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Serving Those Who Served
VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network
CARES UPDATE #8

Dear Friends of the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network:

This is to advise you the deadline for VISNs to submit their Draft 

CARES Market Plans to VA Central Office has been extended to April 15th.  

The new deadline will not reduce the time allotted to the CARES Commission for its review.  In addition, the deadline for the Secretary’s decision on a National CARES Plan will continue to be October 30, 2003. 

The extension in time for completion of the Draft Market Plans was made for several reasons, including the following:

· Market Plan development requires a good deal of interaction with VISN stakeholders.  The new April 15th deadline will give the VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (and other VISNs) an extra six weeks to consult and collaborate with our internal and external stakeholders. 

· The additional time will allow the National CARES Program Office to rerun the CARES data with recently received Census 2000 information.  This will add another layer of validity and credibility to the CARES numbers.

We will continue to keep you advised of our progress through these CARES updates and other information found on our Web site, www.starsandstripes.med.va.gov  

Please note that all of our CARES updates can be found on that site. 

Sincerely,

Lawrence A. Biro

Network Director

VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network (VISN 4)

VA Stars & Stripes Healthcare Network is part of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and is not affiliated with the newspaper, 
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